july 17, 2022

Nativity of Our Lord
Mission Statement:
Sustained by the Eucharist, we reflect the joy of Christ’s birth to all people
through love, compassion and service.
185 APPLEGARTH ROAD, MONROE TOWNSHIP, NJ 08831-5961

.371.0499 •

Phone: 609

.371.0677

Fax: 609

Pastor:
Rev. Nalaka Silva — Ext. 11
pastor@nativitymonroe.org
Parochial Vicar:
Rev. Lancelot McGrath — Ext. 12
parochialvicar@nativitymonroe.org,

.371.2518

• Religious Education Office: 609

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday:
Sunday:
Holydays:
Weekdays:

4:00 PM (Vigil)
8:00 AM and 10:00 AM
7:00 PM (Vigil) & 9:00 AM
Monday to Friday: 8:30 AM
Morning Prayer Wednesday and Thursday: 8:00 AM

Deacon:
Mr. Robert Gatto — Ext. 18
deacon@nativitymonroe.org

RECONCILIATION

Deacon:
Mr. John Shelton — Ext. 19
deacon2@nativitymonroe.org

BAPTISM

Pastoral Associate:
Sr. Marie Colette Martelli, SCC — Ext. 16
pa@nativitymonroe.org
Parish Secretary:
Sr. Mary Leonard Cooke, SCC — Ext. 10
admin@nativitymonroe.org
Youth Minister:
youth@nativitymonroe.org
Music Ministry:
Mrs. Catherine Naughton
music@nativitymonroe.org
Parish Accountant:
Ms. Christine Colletti Dranchak — Ext. 13
finance@nativitymonroe.org.
Office Assistant:
Laura McIntyre — Ext. 15
tech@nativitymonroe.org
Director of Faith Formation:
Ms. Tara Vigario — Ext. 14
pcl@nativitymonroe.org
reoa@nativitymonroe.org
Building Manager:
Bill Tronolone — Ext. 10

• www.nativitymonroe.org

Saturdays 3:00 to 3:30 PM, or by appointment.
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on the second Sunday of each
month after the 10:00 AM Mass. Parents must attend the Baptismal
Preparation class before the celebration. This class is offered on the
third Wednesday of each month. Call the Parish Office for required
pre-registration.

RCIA
Adults inquiring about the Catholic Church with a desire to become
Catholic are invited to call the Parish Office for more information
about the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.

MATRIMONY
Couples contemplating this Sacrament must contact the Parish Office
at least one year in advance. All couples planning marriage must attend
Pre-Cana classes or Engaged Encounter.

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK AND AGED
We are anxious to assist anyone who cannot celebrate Mass with us
due to illness, handicap or age. If you wish to receive the Sacraments of
Holy Eucharist, Reconciliation, or Anointing of the Sick, please call the
Parish Office to make those arrangements.

HOLY ORDERS
If God is calling you to become a priest, deacon or religious, please call
the Diocesan Office of Vocations at 732.562.1900, ext. 1700.

OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 AM to 12:30 PM, and 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM
The office will be closed on Fridays.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK
Monday July 18
St. Camillus de Lellis, Priest
8:30 a.m. Mattia & Finizio Families by Gene
& Marianne Pittelli
Tuesday July 19
8:30 a.m. Grace Mc Laughlin by Patricia
Kubinski
Wednesday July 20
St. Apolinaris, Bishop and
Martyr
8:30 a.m. Vittoria Lepore
Thursday July 21
St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest
and Doctor of the Church
8:30 a.m. Mary Kenny by Patrick Kenny
Friday July 22
St. Mary Magdalene
8:30 a.m. Saverio Cassanelli by Carmela &
Allessandro Farinola
Saturday July 23
St. Bridget, Religious
4:00 p.m. Vincent Palumbo by wife, Mary
Palumbo
Sunday July 24
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary
Time
8:00 a.m. Nora Spinnler by son, Gerard
Spinnler
10:00 a.m. Aida M. Cornejo by Family
The collection for the weekends of
June 26th:
July 3rd:
July 10th:

$ 9,947
$ 14,826
$ 12,570

Thank you for your continued support
of our parish!

Remembering in Prayer
Kindly contact the office if you know of
a parishioner who is sick, having surgery
or in need of pastoral care. We would
like to remember them in our prayers and care for
their spiritual needs.

CANDLE OFFERINGS
Sanctuary: Nicholas Composto by Virginia Pitarresi
Blessed Virgin Mary: Mary Kenny by Patrick
St. Pauline: Millie Fiore by Marilyn & Jim Gregory
Padre Pio: Healing of Joe Caccava by wife,
Margherita
FLOWER OFFERINGS
Blessed Virgin: Mary Kenny by Patrick

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday: Gn 18:1-10a; Col 1:24-28; Lk 10:38-42
Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8; Mt 12:38-42
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Mt 12:46-50
Wednesday: Jer 1:1, 4-10; Mt 13:1-9
Thursday: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13; Mt 13:10-17
Friday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17; Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Saturday: Jer 7:1-11; Mt 13:24-30

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
“…I am a minister in accordance with God’s
stewardship given to me to bring to completion for you
the word of God.”
Colossians 1:25
We are all called to evangelize – to convert individuals
and society by the divine power of the Gospel. Our
faith is more attractive to others by our actions than by
our words alone. We may not be called to evangelize
like St. Paul, but we should look for opportunities to
share our faith through our actions and words, especially
with those closest to us, like our family, friends and
neighbors. Pray for the courage to joyfully express your
faith the next time the opportunity arises.

Bishop’s Annual Status
To date, the Development Office has received pledges
totaling $78,008.55 and payments totaling
$ 77,548.55 from 432 parishioners. This represents
88.6% of your $ 88,000.00 goal. Thank you for your
efforts.

HIS WORD TODAY
by Rev. William J. Reilly
“Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake,
and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in the
afflictions of Christ on behalf of his body, which is the
church, of which I am a minister, in accordance with
God's stewardship given to me to bring to completion for
you the word of God, the mystery hidden from ages and
from generations past.”
As Paul wrote words of encouragement to many
communities, he identified his pain with the suffering
Christ. He was acutely aware of his role and mission.
As our world suffers with war, poverty and
injustice, we can identify with ways to ease the suffering
of others through prayer, through our voices, through our
actions. At the same time take a moment to pray for our
priests and ministers striving to bring the peace and
comfort of Christ to others. Speak a kind word about your
ministers in assisting them in their need. Paul wrote other
letters from jail, from shipwreck, unjust trials, yet
continued to serve. May we find ways to support our
ministers in their ministry and carry out our tasks as well.

July 18
July 23
July 24
July 25
July 28
July 30
July 31
Aug. 1
Aug. 5
Aug. 6
Aug. 7
Aug. 8

PARISH CALENDAR
K of C meeting – 6:30pm Hall
RCIA – 6:30 – 8:30pm RR
Backpacks Gift Cards
Backpacks Gift Cards
RCIA 11-12:30pm
RCIA – 6:30 – 8:00pm RR
Catholicism Series 9:30am & 7:00pm
Backpacks Gift Cards
Backpacks Gift Cards
RCIA – 11:00am – 12:30pm
K of C Meeting – 6:30pm
RCIA – 6:30pm – 8:00pm RR
First Friday
Backpacks Gift Cards
Backpacks Gift Cards
RCIA – 11:00 – 12:30pm RR
RCIA – 6:30pm – 8:00pm

Spiritual Communion Prayer
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in
the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at
this time receive You sacramentally, come at least
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were
already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never
permit me to be separated from You.

The winning numbers for the Knights of
Columbus Calendar are:
Week of July 3rd
July 3rd: 502
July 4th: 562
July 5th: 539
July 6th: 877
July 7th: 906
July 8th: 295
July 9th: 543

Week of July 10th
July 10th:
726
th
July 11 :
580
July 12th:
373
July 13th:
907
th
July 14 :
611
July 15th:
601
July 16th:
634

Thank you and Congratulations to the winners! Good
luck again next week! The winning numbers are
drawn in Fr. Congdon Hall every Saturday before the
4:00 pm Mass. Feel free to help us draw the numbers.
The winning numbers are posted on our website
www.nativitykofc.com.

FAITH FORMATION

ONLY 2 MORE WEEKS
LEFT!!
Registration for the 2022-2023 Religion Education
classes are closing on Sunday, July 31st. If you
haven’t registered your child please do so, spots are
filling up and Wednesday classes are closing fast.
New families can find our registration link and
calendar on our website. Please log onto
www.nativitymonroe.org and click on the religious
education tab.
If you have any questions, please contact the
Office at 609-371-2518 or email
pcl@nativitymonroe.org.
-----------------------------------------------------------RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
TEACHERS NEEDED
If you feel the Lord has blessed you with
an ability to communicate His truths to
young people…. We need you!!! Please consider how you
might answer the call to be a disciple of Jesus by sharing
your faith with our parish children. Looking for a 4th and
5th grade teacher. If interested, contact Tara Vigario at
609-371-2518 for details.

YOU’RE INVITED...
The RCIA team is presenting a
TOUR OF THE CHURCH on
Wednesday, August 10th at 6:30 pm.
Come and learn about the parts of
our church building, the art and sacred objects and
vessels. There will be time for Q/A. Great for adults
and children.
SUMMER ADULT FAITH
FORMATION SERIES
"Mary, Mother of God”
Presented by Bishop
Robert Barron

Thursday - July 28, 2022
9:30 AM – repeated 7:00 PM
In Congdon Hall – below the Church
Program includes watching a DVD and sharing in
discussions for understanding and application.
No charge
The Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults (RCIA)
Hospitality is a gift we give to others. It
is selfless service for the comfort of a
friend, relative – or even a stranger. Abraham offered
hospitality to the three strangers who appeared at his
tent – and encountered the living God.
As you look around the church on Sunday, do
you wonder if those who sit near you feel welcomed?
Feel served? Do you want to invite others to join you in
worship – maybe those who have been turned away
before? Do you have the heart of Abraham? Can you
reach out to a person who might be a stranger?
This week, invite one person to explore
discipleship to Jesus through the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA). Those who are unbaptized,
baptized into another Christian denomination, or
baptized Catholic but have never received BOTH
sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist are all
welcome to explore the Catholic faith through the
RCIA.
For information about the RCIA in this parish,
contact JoLynn Krempecki at 732-690-2610
(jolynnkrempecki@msn.com ) or Sister Marie Colette at
609-371-0499 (pa@nativitymonroe.org). Or you can
reach our diocesan RCIA office at
rcia@diometuchen.org .

LET’S SAVE LIVES
The Knights of Columbus Council # 14658
in collaboration with the NJ blood services will hold a
BLOOD DRIVE, SUNDAY,
AUGUST 14th, 7:30AM - 12:00 PM
Nativity of Our Lord Church
185 Applegarth Road, Monroe NJ.
To schedule your appointment, go to:
https://donate.nybc.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedu
le/304017
For more information call NJ Blood Services at
1-800-933-2566. Appointments are preferred;
however, walk-ins will be welcomed if space permits.
Please remember to eat, drink plenty of fluids, and
bring your NYBC donor ID card or ID with name and
photo.
If you have been told that you should not donate
blood, please disregard this message. If you recently
donated, or if you have already scheduled an
appointment to donate, please accept our thanks on
behalf of patients in need.
For questions about eligibility to donate due to travel
outside the U.S., medications or medical conditions
call 800.688.0900.
Did you receive the COVID-19 vaccine? You can still
donate! To learn more, go to
https://www.nybc.org/donate-blood/covid-19-andblood-donation-copy/
We do not test for COVID-19. Please contact your
health care provider if you wish to be tested.
DONORS PRESENTING: Must be 14 days
symptom free if recovered from COVID-19.
May NOT donate if they have a positive diagnostic
test or experienced symptoms of COVID-19 in the
last 14 days. May NOT donate if they are currently on
self-quarantine restrictions. Wearing masks is
optional for both donors and staff.

MINISTRIES
St. Vincent DePaul – If you are experiencing
financial hardship due to a temporary loss of
employment, illness, or disability, the St. Vincent de
Paul Society is available to provide assistance for
your everyday needs such as food, utility assistance,
or agency referrals. Please dial the parish number
609- 371-0499, then press 4, and leave a message
with your name and phone number. Someone will
return your call. All calls are handled in strict
confidence.
Backpacks for Kids Collection: This year we hope
to provide school supplies for approximately 50
children in our local area. We are again collecting gift
cards or monetary donations this year. We will have
a box in the Narthex starting next weekend July
23rd /24th until August 8th. If you would like to
contribute to this drive, we would appreciate gifts cards
from Walmart, Target or Staples in any amount (Please
be sure the $ amount of the gift card is clearly marked
on the card) or a check made payable to Nativity St
Vincent DePaul Society. We thank you for your
generosity.

NATIVITY PARISH
FAMILY
T-SHIRT STATS!
Here’s an update on the response
of Nativity of Our Lord Parish
Family to a request for T-shirts
to convert into food bags for the SSJ Neighborhood
Center in Camden:
x
x
x

To date, you donated 859 shirts that were made
into bags by
19 parishioners (and family/friends of
parishioners) who cut the shirts into bag patterns
and by
8 parishioners who sewed the bags – completing
the project!

As always, the generosity of the Nativity Parish Family
gives witness to our care for the poor and to our
dedication to living out the Gospel… Praise be to God!

Sisters of Saint Joseph
Neighborhood Center

June 23, 2022
Fr. Nalaka Silva
Nativity of Our Lord Parish
185 Applegarth Rd
Monroe Township, NJ 08831

Dear Father Silva,
Thank you ever so much for supporting our efforts to
respect Earth by allowing and encouraging your
parishioners to collet tee shirts for the SSJ Neighborhood
Center. As you know, we turn the tee shirts into
meat/grocery bags for us at our Food Pantry. Hopefully,
our Neighbors also use them at the supermarket.
Encouraging the parishioners of Nativity of Our Lord
Parish to join us in this simple recycling effort is a gift to
Earth, us, and our Neighbors! We so appreciate your
support. When the Family of God comes together to
support an effort, there is always a great response! I love
it that other parishes are getting involved with us… I feel
like we are connecting North, Central and South
Jersey..it doesn’t always happen! With God and God’s
people all things are possible.
I am enclosing pictures of our Neighbors that
come to the SSJ Neighborhood Center. These are the
people that your efforts are supporting. If you are ever in
the area, please stop by and possible meet the neighbors
that benefit from your generous spirit. I’d love to come
and chat with member of your parish and share with
them simple ways that they can support our sisters and
brothers who are new to our country and often find
themselves on the margins of society, Church, and event
their own families.
Hope the summer months are filled with many
experiences of God in creation, in your family and
friends. Enjoy!
With gratitude,
Sister Bonnie and All at the Neighborhood Center

A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP CHECCHIO

As Catholics who believe in the intrinsic dignity of life from conception to natural death regardless of race,
creed, or socioeconomic status, we welcome the United States Supreme Court's decision in Dobbs v. Jackson
Women's Health Organization. In its ruling, the Supreme Court has corrected the duplicitous reasoning in Roe
v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey, which permitted the lawful killing of innocent life. As a Church, we
are grateful to God for this blessing on our land and move to continue our work in building up a culture of life
that supports all mothers and families in need. Today's ruling validates that even the most innocent and
dependent human beings have a right to life.
The Church professes that all life is sacred. Therefore, we are obligated as Catholics to work and preserve life
from all laws or conditions that seek to diminish it. We are a people who not only believe that abortion is
wrong, but other measures to terminate life like euthanasia, assisted suicide, and capital punishment has no
place in our society.
Abortion, by its very nature, degrades life. The intentional taking of life does nothing but reduce life to a choice
and declares life is only valued when desired, creating a culture where human life in its most vulnerable state
can easily be discarded.
The Holy Father has been unambiguously clear that the life of an unborn child must always be protected. In
2021 Pope Francis responded to a reporter's question that "abortion is more than an issue. Abortion is murder."
In a speech to the United Nations, Pope Francis noted, "it is troubling to see how simple and convenient it has
become for some to deny the existence of a human life as a solution to problems that can and must be solved for
both the mother and her unborn child" (Pope Francis, address to the United Nations, Sept. 25, 2020).
We are mindful of the reality that abortion on demand was essentially the law of the land for fifty years under
the landmark decision of Roe V. Wade. Over those years, many have accepted and believed that killing life in
the womb was a right. As a result, many are incensed that this "right" is no longer the law of the land.
The Church understands that a woman's decision to have an abortion often comes amid complicated, tragic, and
painful circumstances. The choice for abortion, as presented by our culture, promotes abortion as the obvious
choice. As a Church, we provide women with better life-preserving options. We go beyond encouraging a
woman to keep her child and work to provide the care needed for both mother and child.
On the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, we ask for God's mercy and pray through the intercession
of Our Lady of Guadalupe for the grace to help all in our country see and understand the value of all human
life. As many may be compelled to act in light of this decision, we call the faithful of the diocese and all people
of goodwill to pray for healing in our land and to continue their effort to build a culture of life where both
mother and child are secure, safe, and protected.
May our one nation, under God, come together to support the dignity of life for all.

Most Rev. James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA
Bishop of Metuchen

Law Offices of

Daniel J. Zirrith LLC
Estate Planning (Wills) • Municipal Court (Traffic)
Labor & Employment (Disability & Pensions)
Litigation & Business Law

Office: 732-521-5900
E-mail: DZirrith@ZirrithLaw.com

241 Forsgate Drive · Suite 109 · Monroe Township, NJ 08831

Genesis
HealthCare

SM

CRANBURY NURSING
& REHAB CENTER
Excellent Skilled Nursing
State of the Art Rehab Department
Alzheimer’s & Related
Dementias Homestead Unit
292 APPLEGARTH ROAD
MONROE NJ

609-860-2500

FOR ADVERTISING
INFORMATION
Call Tom Zukofski

732-236-4251
800-883-4343 x95
In the United States, one in
nine people face hunger.

.COM

(609) 448-0900

feedingamerica.org

THE DIOCESE OF METUCHEN
Catholic Cemeteries
The New Mausoleum of
the Holy Spirit, Piscataway

Holy Cross Cemetery

Resurrection Cemetery

840 Cranbury-South River Rd., Jamesburg Hoes Lane & Park Ave., Piscataway
Featuring Mary Sorrowful Mother Mausoleum
Crematorium On Site

Scan For More Info:

For Your Peace of Mind & Information: 800-943-8400

DioMetuchen.org/Cemeteries

God
Bless
America

Begin your
day with a

grateful
heart.

AB
SENIOR
DISCOUNT
AVAILABLE

carpet &
flooring

Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm · Sat. 10am-3pm

CARPETS

WOOD

SAND & REFINISH
LUXURY VINYL FLOORS

OVER
30 YEARS
OF SERVING
YOU!!!

609-395-5588
$250 OFF $500
OFF
ANY SALE OF $2500-$4000
ANY SALE OVER $4000 or
FLOORING PURCHASE

With coupon. Cannot be combined with any
other offers or prior purchases.

MORE FLOORING PURCHASE
With coupon. Cannot be combined with any
other offers or prior purchases.

concordia shopping ctr. · 1600 perrineville rd., monroe twp.
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Inside

Old Fashioned Service...
800-595-1978
LATT’S
Plain & Simple
PRIVATE
CERTIFIED N.J. STATE
ERFORMANCE
INSPECTION FACILITY & EMMISSIONS REPAIR FACILITY
LUS, INC.
LIC #011853
LIC #000723

Personalized Auto Service

46 Lincoln Ave., Jamesburg
“TOTALLY BARRIER FREE”

Approved
Auto Repair
Facility

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & ALL MODELS · NJ STATE INSPECTION
FREE Pick-Up & Delivery Service for Local Residents

M. David

Thomas J. DeMarco, Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 4651
M. David DeMarco, President, N.J. Lic. No. 3203
Jennifer L. Burry, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 5172
Peter S. Winther, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4763

Over 40 Years of Compassionate Service in
Monroe Township’s Only Funeral Home

(732) 521-0555

Funeral Home, Inc.

www.demarcofuneralhome.com

PremierMartialArts.com/monroe

205 Rhode Hall Road
Monroe Township, NJ 08831

732-561-8360

A Funeral Home of Choice For
Monroe Township Residents Since 1965
Gregory S. Lester, Manager, NJ Lic. # 3364
David L. Lester, Director, NJ Lic. # 3483

Lester Memorial Home
~ Thoughtful, Personal, Dignified Services ~

732-521-0020
16 West Church Street · Jamesburg, NJ

www.LesterMemorialHome.com

• HANG UP
on phone scams.
• TELL your friends
and family.
• Let’s SLAM phone
scams together.

Learn more at
oig.ssa.gov/scam
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